	Far from ‘Green’- flight path to destruction 

BAA pushes forward with destructive second runway 

(Woodland Trust press release 30.1.2007)  by Ed Pomfret

http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk/news/subindex.asp?aid=1224

Nearly 25 hectares (50 acres – 25 football pitches) of irreplaceable ancient woodland will be lost if BAA’s plans to build a second runway at Stansted come to fruition. 

Less than two per cent of Britain is covered with ancient woodland, our richest habitat for wildlife. But if Stansted’s proposed expansions get the go ahead, three ancient woods will be razed to the ground destroying the habitats of a host of rare and threatened species like the dormouse, bluebell, oxlip, early purple orchid and glow worm. 

Ed Pomfret of the Woodland Trust comments: “This plan would destroy three ancient woodland sites covering 20 hectares and will also contribute to climate change. We believe this proposal is completely irresponsible and unnecessary.” 

Ancient woodland is an irreplaceable habitat having been wooded since at least AD1600. It is our richest habitat for wildlife and is protected in national planning policy. Even 25 years ago planners and conservationists alike were warning of the massive environmental dangers the airport expansion would pose. Despite this BAA is planning to carve a runway through the middle of these sites. 

Pomfret continues: “Times have changed since the Government first published its destructive plans for large scale expansion of aviation in 2003. The threat of climate change has been accepted by most scientists for years. Aviation is one of the fastest growing contributors to greenhouse gas emissions. BAA has to wake up to the fact that continued airport expansion is unsustainable and this ill-thought out plan should be ditched.” 


Notes to editors: 

For media enquiries contact:
The Woodland Trust Press Office on 01476 581121,
email: media@woodland-trust.org.uk 

The Woodland Trust: The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity. It has 300,000 members and supporters. The Trust has four key aims: i) No further loss of ancient woodland; ii) Restoring and improving the biodiversity of woods; iii) Increasing new native woodland; iv) Increasing people’s understanding and enjoyment of woodland. Established in 1972, the Woodland Trust now has over 1,000 sites in its care covering approximately 20,000 hectares (50,000 acres). Access to its sites is free. Further news can be found via this website. 

Ancient Woodland: Is land continuously wooded for at least 400 years (and often much longer) and is one of the great glories of our natural heritage. Ancient woods are our richest habitat for wildlife, including more rare and threatened species than any other UK habitat. They are places of inordinate beauty, reservoirs of evidence for environmental change, archaeology and economic history, and a source of inspiration for local culture and folklore. Our resource of ancient woodland is finite and cannot increase, so what remains is precious and irreplaceable. 

Stansted: 

Stansted Airport’s plans would see nearly 20 hectares (50 acres) of irreplaceable ancient woodland felled, while many more like the vast and historic 1,000-year-old Hatfield Forest face the spectre of degradation from pollution. The proposals would also have a massive long-term impact on rare wildlife, flora and fauna. Bluebells, oxlips and orchids found in the ancient woods around the airport would disappear under concrete if the plans went ahead. 

Directly threatened woods include: 

Philipland Wood would be cleared for the new runway. The wildlife value of this site would be greatly enhanced by a resumption of coppicing, which would obviously be a lost opportunity if the airport were expanded further. Although only part of this site is undisturbed ancient wood, the boundary is indistinct and the site as a whole is included as a Wildlife Site in recognition of its value as a large woodland are which retains a varied flora and fauna. 

Round Coppice is a 4.54-hectare ancient woodland would be cleared for parking. Contains Oxlip, dog’s mercury and bluebell abundant in the ground layer. 

The Wilderness is a 4.76-hectare ancient woodland would be destroyed by an apron and cargo development. 

Pigeon Wood is a 1.88-hectare ancient woodland would be destroyed by airfield development. 

Priory Wood is a 7.16-hectare ancient woodland has a very rich flora. In 1938, Priory Wood was compulsorily purchased by the British Airports Authority to make way for airport roads. In the process, part of it was destroyed. Thousands of oxlips flower during April to May. Further destruction of this habitat should be prevented. 

Indirectly affected sites include: 

• Eastend Wood would be indirectly affected by increased pollution. English Nature’s designation of Elsenham Woods SSSI which includes Eastend Wood describes it as containing a “mosaic of woodland types”, including mature pendunculate oak, ash, hornbeam, aspen and birch. Regular visitors to Eastend Wood report great crested newts in the wetter areas. Bird species include garden warblers, blackcaps, lesser spotted woodpeckers, woodcock and snipe, which nest in the woods. Thousands of oxlips flower in late spring. Orchid varieties include the early purple, birds nest and hellebore. Pipistrelle bats can be seen at dusk. 

• Hatfield Forest is a SSSI and is nationally renowned as a virtually intact medieval Royal Forest. The site comprises ancient coppice woodlands, unimproved grassland with scattered pollards, marshland and a lake. There is considerable concern that the tree canopy of Hatfield Forest is suffering due to the continual bombardment of unspent aviation fuel over the forest. There are claims that the trees are dying from the top downwards. The National Trust is running a campaign to save Hatfield Forest. 

• Pledgdon Wood is one of only two known Essex locations for wych elm. The coppice layer in both woods contains ash, hazel and field maple. Ground flora includes tufted hair-grass, pendulous sedge, dog’s mercury and frequent oxlip.“ The site also contains a number of damp grassy rides and small woodland ponds which form valuable additional habitat for invertebrates and birds,” state the designation notes. 

• High Wood is another SSSI and could be affected by a new highway. This wood has a rich and varied flora. There are isolated stands of plateau alder, a woodland type scarce in Essex. Ground flora includes dog’s mercury, primrose and, in the wetter areas, pendulous sedge, meadowsweet and tufted hair-grass. Part of High Wood has already been lost, at its south-west corner, due to the new A120. There is no reason for a highway to pass through or close to the edge of the site 

• Runnels Hay is described by one local resident as “the best bluebell wood in the area”. Oxlips flower in late spring. It is dominated by hornbeam coppice, with some ash and pendunculate oak on the boundary. The ground flora is surprisingly luxuriant, given the dense hornbeam canopy, with an almost total carpet of bluebell as well as pignut, wood anemone and red campion.”
